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Directions:
Choose only ONE of the two questions below. Answer the question in essay form.
Include a thesis statement in your introduction. In the body of the essay, support
your thesis with discussion and analysis of specific examples. Be sure to respond
directly to the question that you choose. Your essay will be evaluated for the
quality of the argument as if pertains to the question.

1. The first quotation comes from a nineteenth-century social critic who goes on to
say that the value of sentimental literature is that it reminds people that life is
sorrowful and thereby brings them closer together. The second is from a
twentieth-century Marxist critic who has a very different view of the social
function of sad feelings we associate with sentimentalism. Begin by briefly
describing each of the two positions. Keep in mind that there is a difference
between sorrow that 1s experienced directly (in the loss of a loved one, for example)
and that which we feel in reading a sentimental book (or sad newspaper story),
watching a movie, listening to music, or singing at KTV, activities that invite us to
share the grief of others. Then choose a sentimental text (narrative, lyric, visual,
cinematic, etc) in which such feelings are involved, and critique it from first one
position (quotation 1), then the other (quotation 2). You may also (meaning, in
addition) be critical of the positions themselves, although be sure to ground your
claims in vour reading of the text you have selected.

Quotation 1: "Sorrow is God's school. Even God's own Son was not made perfect
without it; though a son, yet learned he obedience by the things that
he suffered. Many of the brightest virtues are like stars; there must be
night or they cannot shine. Without suffering, there could be no
fortitude, no patience, no compassion, no sympathy. Take all sorrow
out of life, and you take away all richness and depth and tenderness.
Sorrow is the furnace that melts selfish hearts together in love. Many
are hard and inconsiderate, not because they lack capability of feeling,
but because the vase that holds the sweet waters has never been
broken."”

Quotation 2: “The actual function of sentimental music lies ... in the temporary
release given to the awareness that one has missed fulfillment. ...
Emotional music has become the image of the mother who says,
‘Come and weep, my child.” It is catharsis for the masses, but
catharsis that keeps them all the more firmly in line. ... Music that
permits its listeners the confession of their unhappiness reconciles
them, by means of this ‘release,’ to their social dependence.”
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2. The 1978 African short story below uses irony to shed a critical light on the
apparently positive concept of the “modemn black family.” In your essay
demonstrate how the story uses point of view, rhetorical questions, and/or the
juxtaposition of contrasting ideas or situations to construct its critical irony. Based
on these observations, speculate as to what exactly it is that the author finds
problematic about the modern family as a discursive construct. As you write,
answer one or more of the following questions: What is the meaning of the title of
the story? Why is the final sentence incomplete, ending with a dash instead of
naming the object(s) of the verb “cast out™ What types of description are used and
why?

Vocabulary key: Family Planning = a birth control clinic; horde of little brutes =
many wild children; with-it = up-to-date, sophisticated; barracks = like army
housing; seedy tenement = older, dirty and rundown apartment building; no
respectable publisher would touch it with a pitchfork = no respectable publisher
was interested in it at all; lobola = (in parts of Africa) money paid by the
prospective groom’s family to the bride’s family.
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