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1.  Multiple –paper format:

A. Open number of papers in the multi-paper format: Either two or three papers, as long as the whole thesis meets the minimum of 50 pages total (or 12,000 words).  (For example, two 6000-word papers are ok; and two 3000- and one 6000-word papers are also ok, etc.)

B. No required introduction or conclusion: the multi-paper track is different from the traditional thesis in that it does not require an introduction or conclusion. This allows the papers to be less related to each other than in a traditional thesis. Students may want to write an introduction (following the example of previous students), and so advisors are advised to discuss this with students and explain that it is not necessary for this format, especially if the papers are not closely related. (Ultimately it is up to students and advisors together to decide if they want an introduction. But keep in mind writing an introduction could slow down the student’s overall writing process and add quite a bit of length to the thesis.) 

C. Proposal is not the first draft of an introduction, but a detailed revision plan for each paper taking their original work to a more advanced level. For example, for scholarly papers, the proposed revision plans should demonstrate more research and a deepening of the original analysis. The proposal may be shorter than for a traditional thesis. At the proposal stage, it is a good idea for the advisor to explain the requirements clearly to the other committee members, so they are not expecting a traditional proposal. 

D. Abstract and title. The university thesis formatting requires a title and abstract for the thesis as a whole. If the papers have a common theme, this can be used for the title. Many won’t have a common theme, so a broader category can be used. For example, “Studies in Comparative Literature” or “Writings in Interdisciplinary Cultural Studies,” etc. The abstract can consist of a brief summary of each paper; or the student can provide a brief overview of their process after they have completed their revisions. 

E. Communication between advisors (and the student) on advising workload. When not all the papers were originally written for the main advisor, the second committee member may need to do some advising without getting a deduction. Teachers might want to discuss this in advance and decide on how to divide the advising work, and stay in communication about it, and let the student know. The student may expect to only consult the original teacher for a particular paper, whether or not that teacher is the advisor, but this isn’t necessarily the case, say, if both teachers agree that the main advisor can be consulted for all papers. On the other hand, some teachers might not mind doing extra advising. Each case is a little different so it may help to discuss it and come to an agreement in advance for what’s the best way to proceed. (Choosing two rather than three papers may also simplify things if both papers were written for the same teacher.)

2. Article Submission format

A. The article has to be written following the content requirements and format for a particular journal, and it has to be submitted to that journal for publication consideration. It does not have to be accepted, just submitted. 

B. If the reviews from the journal have not come back by the time of the oral defense, a letter from the editor is sufficient and should be included in the body of the thesis.

C. If the paper is rejected by the general editor before being sent out to peer reviewers, a letter from the editor to this effect should be included in the thesis. Being rejected at this stage does not necessarily mean the thesis should not pass; rather, the advisor should use their own discretion to judge the quality of the thesis.
