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Article 1
A master’s thesis proposal, along with the advisors’ approval signature, is to be presented to the department by the applying MA student in the program for MA candidacy review. 
Article 2
The date for the master’s thesis proposal exam is to be decided by the student and the thesis supervisor, and a copy of the finalized thesis proposal must be registered at the department office at least two weeks prior to the exam date.
Article 3 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The master’s thesis proposal is to be written in English with a length of at least 5 pages (excluding the bibliography), and in compliance with such academic writing formats as the MLA, APA, or Chicago styles (choose one).  Different thesis options carry different requirements: for the traditional thesis (T1-A), the proposal must include the research subject, survey of the field, problematics, a statement of the research argument, literature review, chapter overviews, and bibliography.  For the translation thesis (T1-B), the proposal should make a general introduction to the article(s) or book (chapters) to be translated, and explicate on related literature as well as their academic significance.  For the journal article thesis (T1-C), the proposal should include the research subject and a survey of the field, problematics, a statement of the research argument, literature review, the targeted journal, a schedule for article submission, and bibliography.  For the multi-paper thesis (T2), the proposal should refer to the structure of T1-A, T1-B, or T1-C, and explain the research purpose, thesis statement, literature review, and bibliography of individual papers, detailing how each paper is linked to previous course materials, as well as a plan for further research and revision.  Matters not provided for herein should be discussed with the student’s advisor. 
Article 4 
The master’s thesis proposal exam is to be open to the public.  The location and date should be announced a week before the exam day.  Besides the thesis supervisor who is the ex officio review committee member, two or more faculty member(s) (assistant professor and higher) from the English Department or other departments/universities need to be invited to serve as members of the review committee.  The student must obtain approval from at least two reviewers on the committee to pass the thesis proposal exam. 
Article 5 
The master’s thesis proposal exam must be passed three months (or longer) before a candidate can register for the thesis oral defense.
Article 6 
The Regulations have been approved by the English Department Affairs Meeting prior to their implementation. Any future amendments and revisions shall follow the same administrative procedure. 
